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Encl: (1) Overlay indicating geographioc positions ay . p/

!l (2) Sketches of light and ite movesent (Pigures 1-) 0}4}»\/@, !
Ei! Yor approximately, 15 winutes on 8 Decezber 1957, reporting officer observed s

g] large bright light in the siy over Morocco. Ths light's behavior and appesrsace did not
i., conform to that expected of the usual range of alrborne objects.
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Eg; Tines ‘Between 17152 and 1730Z, 8 Dececber 1957, Tiase of Sunset - 17162

i .
ili Place: Morocco, between Tiflet and Monod. See Encle (1) for details of position.
it Position of lightt Approximately 20 Dogrees sbove the horison to the SW of observer
1 Description of the Lights Its length sppeared to be equal to the dismeter of the moc

or the leagth of an RSD ab 1j alles. The color was yellow to orange; color and intensity
-! g were uniforn over the area of the light. The edges of the shape were woll defined, but
4 not as definite as those of & metal object. Pigure (1) 1s a sketch of the lights shape
§§ during the first part of the observation.
i

Nagrrative description of eighting; While riding in an sutozobile at approximately 17152
on 8 Decenber, reporting officer sighted a bright light in the sky to tho SW, It first
gave the inpressicn of belng sunlight reflected from a jet vapor trail; as if & Jet had

13 Just entered a contreil level. It sppeared to be on ¢ NNE courss and gradually descending.

3§ because ite thicker end was pointed in that direction and slightly downward. While

8§ watchiag this light for froa 2 to 5 minutes, 4t was noted that it did not develop as a

:i vapor trail should, Its intensity appeared Yo increase, but its longth relative to its

144, SECTIONS TO) ANP V04,

-3¢ wvidth remained constant. Repor officer called the attentioa of his wife ang da:
g; to the Light., His deughter, sge 11, had already been watching it.
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After another minute or two, the light descended rapidly towards the earth, destribing an
arc as in Fig. (2). This movement was very rapid and dofinite. The thicker end of light was
pointing straight down and whils the light be observed, it dmppod,}mnly 10 de-
grees or balf of the distance to the horison. All cbservers wore conviided at this time that
the 1ight was eithef s meteorite or-a returning Soviet satellite, At this point, & row of
trees blocked the view for apprgxh_uh).y 30 seconds. ’ . e .
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:' When the view waa again clear, the Light bad regained its former altitude, was in & hor-
1zcatal position;  and appeared to be'heading in the oppoaite direction, in that its thicker end
was Dow pointed B3W. However.the car was now stopped and it vaa possible to dotermine the bearing
of ths -light froa the obsarvers. Its bearing did not change, but the light decressed in in-
tenaity, becase slimner and gradually faded from view. This gave the impression of movement
straight sway froa the observers, However, the lights disappsarance bay well have beea dus to
lack of reflected sunlight as. the "object® entered the sarths shadow. Tina of disappsarance
was spproxinately 173GZ.

Weasther Cond.lggogg; Fleet Vuﬁ;u‘ Central, Port lysutey, has provided the folldwing infor— -
mation on westher conditions betwsen 0817152 and 08173(C for the vicinity of Rabat, the ap~’

proximate sros of sightingt
" Temparatures &°F°

Sky conditions Cléar 1000 ft. + o < « o o 350° Eunots

Visibilitys Unrestricted 20000 fte o o ¢ o o ¢ 100 2

¥Winds Northerly 10 knots 20000 fLo o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ 120 35

Teapsrature 30000 £L. « o ¢ o o o MO SO

Invereicnss About 1)°C st 1200 feet L0000 ft. . . . . » . b5 36

(Above temperature inversion considered 50000 ft. . . « « « o 240 18

in¥ignificant for optical illusions) 60000 £, o o o 4 o o 215 9 knote
Source Informationt LT currently sttached to the Floot Alr Intelligence
Augaanting Unit and has had JWEF.Cwo yeare expericace sa an Alr Intelligesnce Officer.

corp Comments. The-fact that such sightings are usually due to matural
phenomana 1s well established, However; since the reporting officer.is nob qualified to
doteraine the cause of the phenomenon cbserved, this report has been mpan'd in the hope
that 1t may be of. soae use to’ those engaged in analysing unidentified object reports.
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6. Report does not {ndicate vhether the cbserver, using intelligence factlitiss
avallabls to bin as a Ylset Intelligence Officer, made chocks or querics of alrcraft,
redsr or other wilitary cperations units to deternids if aircraft or missile vere in

the area. These invedtigaticns can be better conducted in the arca of. txigin than
from the LI, : !

T, \

7. Cbject wis not & meterr or & returning satellite as ioplicd. The tine
guration of 19 minutes yules thess out, Meteors are seldom seen for longsr than
g zigohds; the earth entry veloeity of the satellite vould be batween 18-20,000

., . . .

.
.

CONCLUSIONSs From the limited informetion given, and lack ¢f investigative data,

no 2ira conclusions can be xads regarding tha 1dentity of the light, other than that
18 appears that the planet Vemus'and @ jot afterburner contreil vere coparately . !
sesn, and nistaken for a single phencmenca. This vas probably dus to the fact that

the observaticns vere intarmittent,and changes in ths objects' bearing resulting from

the travel of the car,
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B - position of initial aighting
- . A - position of final alghting

k31

Enol (1)
Overlay of WAC Chart 420
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rigure 1. 8hape of light and its orientation before
f dssoeat.
. . o 10°ARC
% S * Figure 2. Are doscribed by Light's descest. .
%
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Pigure ). Shape of light and its orlectation
vhlle fading froa view.
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