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SECURITY INFORMATION

UNCtED

This Study was prepared by the Director of Intelligence, Northeast

Lr Command and is an analysis of the unidentified vital Intelligence
sightings which occurred within or adjacent to the Command area during
the calendar year 1952.

The standard evaluation table given below has been used to evaluate

each incident reported in this study. This evaluation reflects NEACs

estimation of the reliability of the source and the veracity of the in

formation, The possibility that each incident reoresents a Soviet recon

naissance effort is reflected b7 this evaluation.

n “A” source rating was given in only two instances: first, when
the base weather officer reported his own observations of contrails,
and second, when a tower operator reported an unidentified voice con
tact. A B” rating indicates an informant of known integrity. “C”

and “E” ratings indicate a proportionately decreasing degree of
reliability, tIFIT rating is assigned when nothing s known con—
cerning the background or reliability of the observer.

The rnerical ratings for items of information are independent
and distinct from the letter ratings listed for the sources, since
it is quite possible for a reliable source to submit a report of
which the truth can:ot be judged (A—6), or an unreliable source to
submit a report which is probably true or confirmed by other sources
(F-l)

i-&’i A2ç
FRED W. SIEDERT
Lt. Colonel, U3JF
Director of Intelligence

SOURCE INFORMATION

A — Completely Reliable 1 — Confir!n1
B — Usually Reliable 2 — Probably True
C — Fairly Reliable 3 — Possibly True
D - Not Usually Reliable 4 — Doubtfully True
E — Unreliable 5 — Improbable Report
F — Reliability Cannot Be Judged 6 — Truth Cannot Be Judged
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SECURITY INFORMATION

UNCLASSIFIED
I RDBLE1

To present an analysis of unidentified vital Intelligence sightins

which occurred within or adjacent to the Northeast ir Command area

curing the calendar year i952

II FACTS DEPZIG cJ This :RDELLM

i GNERL

During the year l932, the Director of Intelligence, IAC re

eived 46 reports of unientifled sihtins, Of this number, fi-e

(4 aircraft and 1 3ubmarine) were later identified as friendly0 This

left a total of 41 incidents 3t111 unidentified and needing further

evaluation0 (See Figure 1).

— r’r r—- .,‘‘r’
. f’uI.. L1L..

Of this ouber, 14 by their very nature, could not be con-

sifered to h2ve been cused by enventional aireTaft ar vessels0 Tiie

reports in this category cccisi te. primarily of unidentified aerial

lights or flylog objects These incic]ent are not peculiar ft the

Ncrtheast Jiir ConranJ, asini1arihtin&-s are ein..ceported from

othrareaof the world0 ‘ibile no satisfacto_ry explanation h:s been

eshlished to e:alin all 01’ these ozenomena, each oase Ic carei’uil

studied anh for’1iarded by ezeditiou means to the Air Teonnical :n-..

teiligonce Center at right—Fatterson Mr Force Zase0 As yet no

evidence 3bee!fthoming from the NEAC area to prcve that the

-ohenomena reares-nt a threat to he security of he Unil ed tates,

UNCLASSIFI EIJ



C. POSSIBLE SOVIET RCONNAI3SANCE P:TBCL3

By thus eliminating from further diSCUSSIOn incidents in the

f1ng object category and those which have been identified, a core of

reports remain niribering 27 wi ch do appear to be mdi cative of human

activity, but which cannot be readily attributed to operations known

to the Northeast lir Command.

It is with this category that we are primarily concerned,

Twenty of these incidents concerned unidentified aircraft, and seven

represented unidentified submarines, (See Figures 2 and 3)0

D. UNIDETIFIED AIRCRAFT

Of the aircroft which were reported and have not been iden

tified, only five were actually seen as aircraft by the naked eye,

These aircraft were sighted at the following locations: (See

Figure 3)

Eastern Iceland — 6700N/1350W
Doneborg, Greenland — 7410N/2O30W
Thule Air Base, Cr•enland — 75 miles south — 7520N/6910W
North Atlantic — 5200N/2820W
Arctic Ocean - Ptarndgan route — 3O4N/l5lOOW

Five unidentified aircraft were heard in the darkness or

overcast, passing over or near the following locations:

Danmarkshaven, Greenland - 7646N/l45W
AputiteQ, Greenland — 6755N/3215W
Jngmagssalik, Greenland — 6530N/3733W
Jan Mayen Island — 7110N/0720W
Sondrestrom Air Ease, Creenland — 67O1N/5014W

4-



Vapor trails were re:orted on six separate occasionz tver

or near NAC bases:

Thule Air Base, Greenland — twice — 763ON/64SU
Goose Mr Base, Labrador — twice — 53l9/6O25i
Narsarssuak Idr Base, Greenland — 6i4O1/%6iQW
Between Sondre3trom Air Base and arsarszuak Air Lae —

625h.N/4650W

Pn unusual ridio contact with an unidentified aircrft was

retorted by the Iceland Defense Force — 6401N/2204W.

Further data on these aircraft sightings is tabulted in

Figure 4.

It is significant to note that each of these areas ra’orting

unidentified aircraft is within range of round trip missions by oviet

TU—4s operating from air facilities on the :{ola Peninsula. (dee

Figure 5). All NEAC ba3es exceot those on the islnd of Newfoualand

reported evidence of at least one unidentified aircrft during 1952.

Four additional aircraft si..tings were reaorted In ld2 but

were identified as friendly.

E. U!IflE] tTIFI •3IJE3

Submarine sightings luring the year totaled eight, bone

waz later identified as a Ud JEaV subia:rIne. The reraining ever

were reported b different s’urces of varying credibility. T’wo were

sighted by skirr.oes, two were visually observed, by pr:onnel aboard

aircraft in flight, one was •Ddserved by airborne radar, one by oyai



aaian ounted Police, and one by a danish police officer in a sur

face craft. The iocat’en of thaoe sightings is as follows: (See

Lure 3)

North t1antic — 462l750O5
eoteber harbor, Labrador — 5633N/6143W

Nain iarbor, Labrador - 56341’V6142W
Lower lavls 3trait — 5730N/5300W
NolstenhoLa Fjord, O-reenl.and — Thule area — 7637N/692%J

ondre 3tromiJ.Dra, (reeniand 6.0N/515DW
Savis 5trait — 6600N/5500N

Furtner data on these submarine sightings is tabulated in

Figure 4.

The 3oviet Unin ha on estirrated 101 high speed submerged

ard ocean satrol subuarines whici are capable of penetrating all areas

of the ortheast ir Coarnd (3cc Figure 6). In addition, an esti—

a—,ec. h9 oviet ubmorines of :sediurn ranEe could operate along Oreen—

1nds 1aat Oos. Ev rofuelinc dpitzberen or from the uosian

fi ing fleet ‘o-3itione near lcd n, the range of these ships could

be raat1y extended.

III DI 3,U 331 01’!

Turniag now to a chranoioicai analysis of these siEhtings, it is

at once evient by a rbnce at the chrt on FiEure 2 that these sight—

were not halted to any prticular seaaon of the year. It would

a--acar, acwever, that apring (Karco, —Ipril, 1ay and June) and fall

eoteaber, October, November and december) represent the peok periodo

a: unidentified aerial activity. The chronological sequence of these

ir:roft sigotings is listed in Fugure 4.
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It is significant to note that during the peak of NEAC activity —

July and August, the months of optimum daylight — that no unidentified

aircraft were reported. This fact lends strength to the possibility

tiat the other reported incidents do represent enemy reconnaissance

efforts, as the Soviets would be less likely to conduct aerial recon

naissance during the Arctic summer when the chances of being detected

would be the greatest.

Another interesting factor is that during this lull in aircraft

reoorting, submarine sightings suddenly multiplied (See Figure 2).

With the exception of a single possible submarine sighting in May,

all of these incidents occurred within a 33 day period during August

and September. The progression of these submarine sightings chrono

logically presents an interesting picture of possible Soviet recon

naissance patrols (See Figure 4).

IV CONCLUSIONS

A. 952 SIGHTINGS

The sightings which have been the subject of this study

reflect only possible Soviet reconnaissance patrDls which have

detected. For each sighting which was reported, an undetermined

number of aircraft and submarines could have come and departed

completely undetected, because of the vast areas within the North

east Air Conrand which are unoopulated and, as yet, unpatrolled.

5



B • FUTURE SIGHTINGS

Reports of unidentified sightings can be expected to con

tinue on an increasing basis. There are indications thet the Com

munist world is becoming increasingly apprehensive about the inten

tions of the new United States administration. This apprehension

should tend to increase Soviet reconnaissance activity. Although

it is admitted that some of these incidents are based on incon

clusive and unconfirmed evidence to positively identify them as

representative of Soviet activity, judging from the pattern

established in 1952, it is to be expected that this unidentified

air activity will increase as Spring approaches.
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SOVIET SUBMARINES
CHAPACTEPISTICS AND CAPABILITIES

* ALL RANGES AND SPEEDS ARE MAXIMUM FOR ECONOMICAL. SURFACE OPERATIONS
ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM SURFACE SPEEDS ARE FROM 5.6 TO 13 KNOTS GREATER, BUT
SACRIFICE ENDURANCE BY AS UUCH AS 2/5 ECONOMICAL SUBMERGED SPEEDS ARE
CONSIDERABLY LOWER THAN THE INDICATED SURFACED SPEEDS THE TYPEE,
TYPE —C,TYPE—CJ$D.JC.--CLASSES ARE SNORKLE EQUIPPED.

UNCLAS1F1D

OCEAN PATROL

L—2 CLASS

HIGH SPEED SUBMERGED

TYPE CLASS

RANGE — 10,000 NM
SPEED —UNKNOWN

RANGE—I5,OOONM
SPEED —Ia KNOTS

K CLASS

—...-.-.- . - - .... — . ——-. TTrn-.

TYPE -C CLASS

RANGE—UNKNOWN -- -

SPEED —9 KNOTS

S-I CLASS

RANGE—8,850 N M
SPEED—b KNOTS

TYPE C CLASS

RANGE—12,000 NM
SPEED —10.4 KNOTS

RANGE—I6,300 NM
SPEED—I2 KNOTS

FIGURE 6
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