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This Study was prepared by the Director of Intellicence, Northeast
Air Command and is an analysis of the unidentified vital Intelligence
sightings which occurred within or adjacent to the Command area during
the calendar year 1952.

The standard evaluation table given below has been used to evaluate
each incident reported in this study. This evaluation reflects NEAC's
estimation of the reliability of the source and the veracity of the in-
formation., The possibility that each incident reopresents a Soviet recon-
naissance effort is reflected by tihis evaluation.

SOURCE INFORMATION
A - Completely Reliable 1 - Confirmed
B - Usually Reliable 2 - Probably True
C - Fairly Reliable 3 - Possibly True
D - Not Usually Reliable 4 - Doubtfully True
E - Unreliable 5 - Improbable Report
F - Reliability Cannot Be Judged 6 - Truth Cannot Be Judged

An "A" source rating was given in only two instances: first, when
the base weather officer reported his own observations of contrails,
and second, when a tower operator reported an unidentified voice con-
tacte A "B" rating indicates an informant of known integrity. "C"
"DM gand YE" ratings indicate a proportionately decreasing degree of
reliability. An "F" rating is assigned when nothing is known con-
cerning the background or reliability of the observer.

The numerical ratings for items of information are independent
and distinct from the letter ratings listed for the sources, since
it is quite possible for a reliable source to submit a report of
which the truth cannot be judged (A-6), or an unreliable source to
submit a report which is probably true or confirmed by other sources

(F-1).

FR=D W, 3ISBERT
Lt, Colonel, USAF
Director of Intelligence
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SECURITY INFORMATION

UNCLASSIFIED
I FROBLEM

7o present an analysis of unidentified vital Intelligence sightings

which occurred witain or adjacent to the Hortieast Air Command area
during the cslendar year 19352,

- o= ~ TR ST T
IT FADTS SEARLNGC O THUE FROELEN

e o S

he CENERAL
During the 7year 1952, the Director of Intelligence, i:Zi0 re-
neived 46 repérts of unidentified sightings, O this number, fiv
(4 aircraft and 1 submarine) were later identified as friendly. This
left a total of 41 incidents 3till unidentified and needing further
evaluation. (3ee Figure 1).

S, FLIING CLJESTS

Of tixis aumber, 14 by Ltieir very aature, could nct be con-

sidered to hove been cuused Ty conventional aireraft or veszzelsz, The

3

revorts in tiis category concistec nrimarily of unidentified serial
lights or flyiag objects. These incidents are not peculiar tc the

Nertheast Mr Comund, 2s simdler :igntings ars being . reported from

othsr areas of the world, Walle no satisfectory explanation ang been

stablished to exwlaoin all of these coencmena, each case is carefully
b

-

ztudie=d and forwerded by exseditious me:xns to the Alr Technical In-

telligence Center st aright-Putterson Alr Force Zase., 4s yet, no

— m——

T— -
evidence 123 been fortheoming Trom the NEAC ares to prove that thzss

saencmena represent a thireat to the security of the United Ziates

UNCLASSIFIED




C. POSSIBLE SOVIAT RLCORNAILSIANCE PATROLS

By thus eliminating from further discussion incidents in the
flying object category and those which have been identified, a core cof
reports remain numbering 27 w-ich do appear to te indicative of humsn
activity, but which cannot be readily attributed to operations kncwr
to the Northeast Air Command.

It is with this category that we are primarily concerned.,
Twenty of these incidents concerned unidentified aircraft, and seven
represented unidentified submarines. (3ee Figures 2 and 3).

D. UNIDEITIFIED ATRCRAFT

Of the aircrzft which were reported and have not been iden-
tified, only five were actually seen as aircreft by the naked eye,
These aircraft were sighted at the following locations: (3ee
Figure 3)

Eastern Iceland - 6700N/1350W

Doneborg, Greenland - 7410H/2030W

ule Air Base, Cr@enland - 75 miles south - 7520K/6910W
North Atlantic - 5200N/2820W

Arctic Ccean - Ptarmigan route - 8304N/15100W

Five unidentified aircraft were heard in the darkness or
overcast, passing over or near the following locztions:

Danmarkshaven, Greenland - 7646H/1845W
Aputiteq, Creenland - 6755N/3215W
Angmagssalik, Greenland - 653011/3733W

Jan Mayen Island - 7110N/0720W

Sondrestrom Air Base, Creenland - 6701N/5044W



Vapor trails were re-orted on six separats occasicns over

or near NZAC bases:
nule Air Base, Creenland - twice - 7630N/6848%

Goose Air Base, Labrador - twice - 53191/6025%

Narsarssuak Air Ba ase, Greenlend - 61l40/4610W

Between Sondrestrom Air Base and Narsarssuak Alr cise -

62541 /4,650

An unusual r2dio contact with an unidentified azirer-:it was
reported by the Iceland Defense Force - 6401N/2204%,

Further data on these aireraft sightings is tabuluted in
Figure 4.

It is significant to note tihct each of these areas rzrorting
unidentified aircraft is within range of round trip missions bv Zoviet
TU-4s operating from eir fecilities on the Kola Peninsula. (Zee
Figure 5). £11 NZAC bases excent those on the isl:nd of Newfoundland
raported evicdence of at lezst ocne unidentified cirer:ft during 1952,

Four additional sircraft sightings were re:orted in 192 but
were identified as friendly.

E. UNIDENTIFIZD SUEM/ILVES

Submarine sightings during tie yesr totaled e=ight, buh ne
waz later iden*tified as a U5 l'avy subnirine, The remaining seven
wvere reported by differsnt sources of varying credibility. Two wers

sighted by dskiroes, two were visually observed by per:cnnel abouri

[

sircraft in flight, one was coserved by airborme radur, ome by ..ova



Joactian Founted Police, and one by a Janish police officer in a sur-

as follows: (3ee

n

Toece craft., The locat’ on of these sightings 1

forth atlantiec - 4621%/50054

Sentenver Yerbor, Lebrador - 5633./6143W

Pain Harbor, Labrador - 5634FH/61424

Lower Davis Strait - 57301/53004

Wolstenholm Tjord, Creenland - Tiule area - T637N/69444
Sondre Ztremfjord, Creenland - G640H/5150W

Davis 3trait - 66001/55004

2

Furtasr data on these submarine sightings is tabulated in
Figure 4.
The Sovist Unicn hss on estimated 101 high speed submerged

and ocesn aatrol submarines wiich are capable of penetrating all areas

]

of tae Kortheast Air Counend {S2e i

igure 6), In addition, an esti-
qated 89 Soviet submarines of medium range could operate along (reen-

1

lond's Zest Cossb. By refueling -b Spitzbergen or from the Rucsian

IIZ D2i:

L

G 5510

Turnring now 52 a caronclogical analysis of these sightings, it is
£ )

at once eviisnt by a flance at ths canrt on Figure 2 that thece sight-

irpz were not limited to zny psrticular sezson of the year. It would
a-pesr, sowever, that spring (Karca, April, May and June) and fall
{ seatemeer, Cctober, Sovember and December) represent the peak periods

o7 mnlientifisd zerial activity. The cironelogical sequence of these

siversfy sigitings ic listed in Fugure 4.

I~



It is significant to note that during the peak of NEAC activity -
July and August, the months of optimum daylight - that no unidentified
eireraft were reported. This fact lends strength to the possibility
that the other reported incidents do represent enemy reconnsissance
efforts, as the Soviets would be less likely to conduct aerial recon-
naissance during the Arctic summer when the chances of being detected
would be the greatest.

Another interesting factor is that during this lull in aircraft
revorting, submarine sightings suddenly multiplied (See Figure 2).
With the exception of a single possible submarine sighting in May,
all of these incidents occurred within a 33 day period during August
and September. The progression of these submarine sightings chrono-
logically presents an interesting picture of possible Soviet recon-
naissance patrols (See Figure 4).

1V CONCLUSIONS

A. 1952 SICHTINGS

The sightings which have been the subject of this study
reflect only possible Soviet reconnaissance patrols which have been
detected. For each sighting which was reported, an undetermined
number of aircruft and submarines could have come and departed
completely undetected, because of the vaét areas within the North-

east Air Command which are unoopulated and, as yet, unpatrolled.



B. FUTURE SIGHTINCS

Reports of unidentified sightings can be expected to con-
tinue on an increasing basis. There are indications that the Com-
munist world is becoming incrsasingly apprehensive about the inten-
tions of the new United States administration. This apprehension
should tend to increase Soviet reconnaissance activity. Although
it is admitted that some of these incidents are based on incon-
clusive and unconfirmed evidence to positively identify them as
representative of Soviet activity, judging from the pattern
established in 1952, it is to be expected that this unidentified

air activity will increase as Spring approaches.
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“SEEREy
SOVIET SUBMARINES
CHARACTERISTICS AND CAPABILITIES

_OCEAN PATROL

CLASS

L-2

RANGE — 10,000NM
SPEED — UNKNOWN

HIGH SPEED SUBMERGED

TYPE CLASS

~~~~~

b RANGE — 15,000 NM
SPEED —I0 KNOTS

TYPE YII-C CLASS

RANGE—8,850 N M
SPEED — 10 KNOTS

RANGE — UNKNOWN
SPEED — 9 KNOTS
S-1 CLASS

RANGE—I12,000 NM
SPEED —10.4 KNOTS

RANGE — 16,300 NM
SPEED—2 KNOTS

SACRIFICE ENDURANCE BY AS MUCH AS 2/3,

36 ALL RANGES AND SPEEDS ARE MAXIMUM FOR ECONOMICAL. SURFACE OPERATIONS
ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM SURFACE SPEEDS ARE FROM 5.6 TO 13 KNOTS GREATER, BUT

ECONOMICAL SUBMERGED SPEEDS ARE

CONSIDERABLY LOWER THAN THE INDICATED SURFACED SPEEDS THE TYPEXXL,
TYPE IX~C, TYPE YII-C ,AND.K-CLASSES- ARE SNORKLE EQUIPPED.

UNCLASSIFIED

e e
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